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WILLIAM BETTS 
   
1962  Born in New York City / Lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1991  AZ State University, Bachelor of Arts, Studio Art - Cum Laude 
 
AWARDS & HONORS 
 
2012  New American Paintings Award recipient for 2011 
2008  Finalist, Hunting Art Prize 
2007  Finalist, Hunting Art Prize 
2006 First Place Prize, Best in Show, Biennial Southwest, Juror, Neal Benezia, Albuquerque 

Museum, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 Third Place Prize, Assistance League of Houston Celebrates TX Art, Houston, TX 

(Juror, Jeffrey Grove, Wieland Family Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, High 
Art Museum, Atlanta, Georgia) 

2005 CACHH Individual Artists Grant, Cultural Arts Council Houston/Harris County, TX 
Third Place Prize, Assistance League of Houston Celebrates TX Art, Houston, TX 
(Juror, Dominic Molon, Curator, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Illinois) 

 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2024 William Betts: A Man, A Plan, The Full Moon, - Yucatán, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, 

TX 
2022            Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, BC 
2018            Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, BC 
2017            4306 Contemporary, Miami, FL 

William Betts: Color Space, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
2016 Splash, Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 
2015 Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, BC 
2012 Robert McClain Gallery, Houston, TX 

Remote Sensing, Plus Gallery, Denver, CO 
Inside Out: New Paintings by William Betts, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 

2011  William Betts: Terminal, Richard Levy Gallery, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
2010 William Betts: New Mirror Paintings, Devin Borden Hiram Butler Gallery, Houston, TX 
  Jennifer Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, BC 
  William Betts: Surveillance, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
  Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 
2009  Richard Levy Gallery, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
2008  Devin Borden Hiram Butler Gallery, Houston 
  Peter Miller Gallery, Chicago, Illinois 
  Jennifer Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, BC 
2007  Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 
  William Betts: Array, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 

William Betts: View from the Panopticon, Richard Levy Gallery, Albuquerque, NM 



  Interference, Devin Borden Hiram Gallery, Houston, TX 
  Kostuik Gallery, Vancouver, British Columbia 
2006  Seeing Around Corners, Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, Idaho 

Peter Miller Gallery, Chicago, Illinois 
2005  Bentley Projects, Phoenix, AZ  

William Betts: Line of Sight, TX State University, San Marcos, TX 
William Betts: MOMENTUM, DeSoto, Los Angeles, CA 
William Betts: Sliver of Clarity, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
William Betts: the Edge of Recognition, Plus Gallery, Denver, Colorado 
William Betts: On the Verge of Certainty, Thomas Werner Gallery, New York, NY 

2004  William Betts: New Paintings, Poissant Gallery, Houston, TX    
 
GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2023 Paintings, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
2019 Future Tense, Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 

                   CCTV Sociedades Vigiladas, Bienal de la Habana, Galaria Teodoro Ramos Blanco, 
Havana Cuba 
Summer Salon Exhibit, Rarity Gallery, Mykonos, Greece 

  Summertime Blues, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
2018             Summer Salon Exhibit, Rarity Gallery, Mykonos, Greece    
                    Peers, Trestle Projects, Brooklyn, NY 
2017 Painted Landscapes, Heritage Museum & Garden, Sandwich, MA (catalogue) 
2015 Brave New World, DOX Center for Contemporary Art, Praha, Czech Republic 
2014  That's Where You Need to Be, Richard Levy Gallery, Albuquerque, NM 
2013  Logical Expressions and Variations, Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 
2012 Just Not Yet: Dodging the Vacuum of Meaning, Museum of Texas Tech University, 

Lubbock, TX 
A Multitude of Multiples, Williams Tower Gallery, Houston, TX 

  Tracing The Grid, Kunstmuseum Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany 
  Dallas Art Fair, Holly Johnson Gallery at F.I.G. 
2011  Dallas Art Fair, Holly Johnson Gallery at F.I.G. 
2010  Back and Forth: Celebrating Five Years, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 

Dallas Art Fair, Holly Johnson Gallery at F.I.G. 
Mechanistic: William Betts, Ron Laboray, Relja Penzic, Peter Miller Gallery Ltd., 
Chicago, IL 

2008  Invisible Omniscience: Seeing and the Seen, Baltimore Art Place  
   Re-Mix I & II, Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York, NY 

New American Talent 23, Arthouse, Austin, TX, Nato Thomson, Curator 
   Group Show, Trinity University, San Antonio, Steven Lam, Curator 

Houston Area Show, Blaffer Gallery, University of Houston, Claudia Schmukli, Curator 
CADD ArtFair 2008, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX. 
Under Surveillance, John Michael Kohler Art Center, Sheboygan, WI 
Assistance League Celebrates TX Art 2008, Dr. Kevin Salatino, LACMA Juror 

   The Sky is Falling, Spur Projects, Portolo Valley, CA 
2007  Chill: Summer Group Show, Margaret Thatcher Projects, New York 

B & W, Devin Borden Hiram Butler Gallery, Houston, TX 
5X7, Arthouse at Jones Center, Austin, TX 
Vertigo, Plus Gallery, Denver 
CADD ArtFair 2007, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX. 

  Texas Biennial, Austin, TX 
Fab Ab, Salt Lake City Art Center 

  Plus Gallery Denver (two person show) 
2006  Watch It! When Art and TV Meet, SUNY Stonybrook, NY 

Baroque Visions and Urban verities: Seven Houston Painters, Blue Star Contemporary 
Art Center, San Antonio, TX (curated by Terrie Sultan, Director of the Blaffer Gallery at 
the University of Houston, Houston, TX) 

  SuperVISION, Foster Gallery, University of Wisconsin, Eau-Claire 



Biennial Southwest, The Albuquerque Museum, Albuquerque, New Mexico (Juror and 
Director: Neal Benezra of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art) 
TX Paint, Part Two: Abstraction, Arlington Museum of Art, Arlington, TX (curated by 
Anne Allen, Director) 
Anne Reed Gallery, Sun Valley, Idaho 
Abstraction 2D, Addison Arts, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Works of Art on Paper, 2006 National Juried Competition, LBI Foundation, (Juror and 
Curator: Carter E. Foster, Curator of Drawings, Whitney Museum of American Art) 

    5X7, Arthouse at Jones Center, Austin, TX 
    Word!, Rudolph Projects | Artscan Gallery, Houston TX 

Ripped from the Pages, Space 125 Gallery, Cultural Arts Council of Houston and Harris 
County, Houston, TX 
Blurring the Line, University of TX at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX 
Assistance League of Houston Celebrates TX Art 2006, Houston, TX Juror, Jeffrey 
Grove, Wieland Family Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art, High Art Museum, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

2005  New Texas Painting, Diverseworks, Houston TX 
   Clothesline Auction, The Hospital, London, UK 

Three Landscape Painters, Morgan Lehman Gallery, Lakeville, Connecticut 
5x7, Arthouse, Austin TX 
Summer Show, Bentley Gallery, Scottsdale, AZ 
Inaugural Group Exhibition, Holly Johnson Gallery, Dallas, TX 
Incremental Disruption, NAO Gallery, Boston, Massachusetts 
20th Annual International Exhibition, University of TX, Tyler, TX 
TX Biennial, Austin, TX  

  Assistance League of Houston Celebrates TX Art, Houston, TX 
           Dominic Molon, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago Curator 
2004  DPI:2004 Competition, Kellogg University Art Gallery Cal Poly, Pomona, CA, (Carol 

Ann Klonirides – Curator) 
   Gensler Architects Rotating Artist Program, Houston, TX 

Sizzle, Diverseworks, Houston, TX 
The Big Show, Lawndale Art Center, Houston, TX   
William Betts and Kay Nguyen, Poissant O’Neal Gallery, Houston, TX  

 
COLLECTIONS 
 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
2017 Todd Camplin, “William Betts: Color Space at Holly Johnson Gallery,” Modern Dallas, 
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Elaine Wolff, “Reading between the Pixels”, SanAntonio Current, March 13, 2007 
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  New American Painting, Volume 60, Open Studios Press, 2005, Fereshteh Daftari, 
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Michael Paglia, Formal Ware, Westword Weekly, May 13, 2005 
D’Lynne Plummer, Destination Nao, South End News, April 2005 
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Reese Inman, Incremental Disruption @ NAO Gallery, Big Red and Shiny 
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Jeanne Claire van Ryzin, Brushed With Greatness, Austin American-Statesman, March 
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Elaine Wolff, Digital-induced Angst and Sensory Overload, San Antonio Current, March 
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