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By reducing larcscape 1o simpl-
fied forms, New York-baseu
Wilharm Steiger creatns stan,
200 paintings of often-acretyoa
suxect rrater. The 11 works (all
2004) in this show depict cable
cass, crain elevatoss, amil, ar
aer! andscape of tre Corey
lslare Weonde: Woeel—al cur'-
ously ceveid of buman presenue.
Apart from the legerdary amise-
mert par< attractior, Staiger pre-
vides no reterence to & pa-ticuar
locae, time cf day o era.

The sard adge, fiat gualty of
Ais pairt narding i fitting o the:
restly archecatal fonrs.
Altholgh rendered freatiand, e
rdges are oisp and Drecise.
Cedor = ofen moce artitrary than
percentunl, In B Al {60 by 48
rches), tor example, the wirdows
ot the al-wh*e ecifice 27e an alec-
fric ceru ean Jue. Stege's earler
pantings A'sc dedict mati-mace
chyetts—a nrdye, a lghthause,
an airplase or sgeal towers-
withi= & onspec e krwiscape,
yet, unike his new work, they do
a0t rey Seavily on negatve
spece. Ir his recert jpeces, e
untouched QRSS0EC GroUTC 'S as
mick part ot the /mage as are the
precise 5apes panrted in ol 10
Efavator V {60 by 48 incaes), a
row of gram eevaturs recedes I
ane-part perspective. The sides
of “w buidirgs tiat 2°e in shad-
cw are rescerad n subtly varied
values of dove gray; the su-kt
Areas rerair U1e Lrioushed
wite of the gessced ground.
Althon 4 the image reads correct
ly, e viewer i keft ‘o d Porertiate
wherre the buicigs end and the
sky oeGivis.

I a series of santings of
cabke cars, ranging from 10 by &
to BC by 48 inches, either one or
two inter:se red cars are sus-
pended o0 cab.es that enter the
comossitior at e edge and it
dewnward, oft the canvas anc
cut cf sight. The backgrourd is
either white ygaesso or Blue “sky "
witr no suggastion of where the
cars migat have orig ated cr
where they might oe headed.
The viewe: is invited to imagine
whiat Cocurs 11 e space outside
ot twe carvas.

Al Fis bes', Beiger p ays visw-
al cames with the viewer. The
Rile (60 by 48 rengs) s a
green and ocrer rendering of the
Wonder Whee. . Designed by

Charles Herman ard corst-uct
edin 1918 22, the Fems wree -
ke ricke censists of night statori-
avy cars and 16 cthers that roll
aleng tenicr tacks. Al first
glanze, Steiger's paintng
appears to boast dratts marlike
accisacy, yot upen close:
‘rsoacton, dscrepacicies are
-vealed. The lines delineat g
*ha whee seem ' beceme
entzngled or fulow il ngical
Eutis, ana the tracks appear to
to-9 bace or temselves. Here
as e sowhere, Steige- revels
2oth = vesimilitice and in
20 Lt the ' Reranl artifi-
caity of visual ‘ary.agn.
—Malisea Kuptz



